OAK LEAVES
Newsletter from the Oaks Driving Club

December 2018

View from the Top
As you will see from the dates for your diary, we
have an extensive programme of events
scheduled for 2019. To enable us to run
these events we are indebted to all our
wonderful volunteers and helpers - we
really could not do it without you - thank
you everyone. I must also thank the
committee for their tireless work and
enthusiasm, they make the job of Chairman
very easy.
After just a short while on the committee we are
sorry that Tina Ray has stepped down due to personal
reasons, fortunately she is willing to help at events so thankfully we will still
be seeing her around.
2018 has been an eventful year for the club, we have been very fortunate to have enjoyed superb
weather for all of our events bar one - and didn’t we get soaked at our ODE! nevertheless, I think it’s
safe to say everyone enjoyed themselves. The barbecue at Berwick grows each year and it is a lovely
social event to catch up with friends old and new. Please let me know if you’d like the Berwick
training day to carry on in its usual format, or would you like more emphasis on driving a marathon?
2019 will see a new pleasure drive at World’s End, near Chiddingly, we have a days training booked
at Golden Cross in January and we are also organising a ‘Race Night’ and supper in April which will
be very exciting. Add to this a holiday in the New Forest - there are exciting times ahead! Alongside
these will be some old favourites - two indoor competitions which are always well supported, our
show and ODE to name but a few.
Our AGM will take place at Broadoak Village Hall on Sunday 24th March - do please return any
trophies you won to Jan. This is the time to acknowledge your groom so nominate them for an award
as a thank you for all they do.We do like to make the evening a social one so there will be the usual
free buffet and time to chat with friends.
Finally on behalf of the committee I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Liz Howe - CHAIRMAN

Subscriptions are due NOW for 2019 - No price increase!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2019
January
Friday 18th

OAKS COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN, PUBLICITY OFFICER
& NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Liz Howe
(6pm - 9pm) Tel: 01273 515527
91 Denton Road, Denton,
Newhaven, East Sussex BN9 0QD
Email: elizhowe515527@gmail.com

February
Tuesday 5th

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Pru Wynne-Evans
Tel: 01323 381613
30 Ersham Road,
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 3LE
Email: pruwynne@uwclub.net
CLUB SECRETARY & SHOW SECRETARY
Jan Curd
Tel: 01323 849615
54 Ersham Road,Hailsham,
East Sussex BN27 3LG
Email: jan.curd@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01825 733608

FIRST AID
Jan Curd
Andrea Scott
Pru Wynne-Evans
Kevin Jeffrey

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

01323
01825
01323
07984

Quiz, Berwick Inn BN26 6SZ
Contact: Jan Curd

March
Saturday 16th Spring Indoor Event, Golden Cross
Equestrian Centre BN27 3SS.
Contact: Liz Howe
Sunday 24th AGM, Broadoak Village Hall,
TN21 8SS. 7pm.
April
Saturday 13th Race Night & Buffet. High
Hurstwood Village Hall, Chillies
Lane TN22 4AD
Contact: Andrea Scott
May
Saturday 4th Pleasure Drive, World’s End,
Chiddingly
Contact: Liz Howe
Saturday 18th Inside/Out, Burchetts Farm,
Whitesmith BN8 6HA
Contact: Christina Fowden
June
Sunday 16th Attelage style competition
Contact: Moira Evans
July
Sunday 14th Inside Out, Hooe TN33 9HR
Contact: Kevin Jeffrey
Saturday 20th Training Day, Berwick BN26 6SP
Members only
Contact: Liz Howe
Sunday 21st Open Mini ODE, Berwick BN26 6SP
Contact: Liz Howe
August
Sunday 11th Driving Show and In-Hand Show
Broad Farm BN27 4DU
Contact: Jan Curd, Liz Howe
September
Sunday 1st
World Cup, Hale Farm BN8 6HQ
Contact: Pru Wynne-Evans
Sunday 1st-7th New Forest Holiday
Contact: Andrea Scott
Sunday 22nd ODE Sayerland Lane BN26 6QX
Contact: Jan Curd
October
Saturday 12th Autumn Indoor Event, Golden Cross
Equestrian Centre BN27 3SS.
Contact: Moira Evans

VICE-CHAIRMAN, TRAINING OFFICER
& COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Moira Evans
Tel: 01342 823232
Hillside Cottage, Sandy Lane,
Colemans Hatch, Hartfield TN7 4ER
Email: moiraeevans@gmail.com

SOCIAL SECRETARY
Andrea Scott

Training with Sarah-Jane
Williams, Golden Cross
Contact: Liz Howe

849615
733608
381613
997333

TREASURER
Tom Petitpierre
COURSE BUILDER &
YOUNG DRIVER LIAISON
Jason Fieldwick
Tel: 07901 827500

Indoor Carriage Driving
Sussex at Golden Cross Equestrian Centre 8th December, 5th January 2019, 9th February,
2nd March.

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Christina Fowden
Tel: 01825 890603

Visit

the website for up-to-the-minute news

www.oaksdrivingclub.com

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Kevin Jeffrey
Tel: 07984 997333

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed in the articles printed in the Oak
Leaves are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Editor of the Oaks Committee.
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Autumn Indoor Event
What a wonderful day we had at Golden Cross for
our Autumn indoor event on 13th October. The
weather was fine and warm and those who made
such a splendid effort in the fancy dress had
everyone laughing.

The Multiples class was won by Donna Simmons
driving her lovely pair of spotties. Second was
Tina Ray driving Magic and a new pony on the
block, Rascal, who coped very well. Third was
Catherine Walton driving her team of Shetlands
who are wonderful to watch – Catherine making
it all look so easy.

Margaret and Ron Middleton judged the fancy
dress which was won by Rosie Fieldwick dressed
as a black cat with pony Milly and groom Debbie
very convincing spiders – accompanied by some
stirring music. Second was Hollie Goldsmith and
her groom Claire Cousens who had spent
absolutely ages donning makeup to make
themselves look particularly horrible. Third was
Lara Heath who was rather worried about her
wings coming off but all went well and they
stayed put. Fourth was Helen Bridges who had
gone mad in Tescos buying all sorts of witchy
paraphernalia, and fifth was Sarah Otway whose
pony, Hodge, had a very intricate hairstyle
interwoven with spiders. Well done all of you.

Chairman’s Choice was Hollie Goldsmith who
drove Gina and Kevin Jeffrey’s Beau confidently
and well throughout the day. Best Groom was
Debbie Fieldwick who puts up with a lot from her
niece Rosie. Best Junior was Molly Dowling. All
very well deserved.
Thank you to everyone for competing and for
keeping such excellent time enabling us to keep
things running smoothly all day.
As always, massive thanks to judges Hilary Hill,
Katy Stewart, Robbie Pawson and Margaret and
Ron Middleton; stewards Jan, Pru, Gordon,
Valerie and Kevin; scorer Tom; harness checker
Andrea; course builder Jason and Dick and Tina
for providing the equipment trailer. Also to Liz
for helping me sort out the entries, classes and
times, and to Margaret Middleton for baking the
superb Halloween-themed cake for the raffle. I
am just sorry I did not win it!

Results from the classes are set out elsewhere. I
thought all four in the Innovation class went
particularly well. Jeni Longley’s Jimmy Pops was
having only his first time in an indoor school.
Humphrey, who is very novice, driven by SarahJane Williams for Pip Holgate, settled very well.
Jason Fieldwick driving Dick Carey’s Magic was
excellent in the Open Division I closely followed
by Sandra Pochin and Nutmeg.

Moira Evans

There were two beginners and the winner here
was Sarah Otway with Hodge. Sarah drove the
obstacles perfectly, belying her inexperience.
Vianne Carr driving Sue Page’s Lottie, was second
having a few navigation problems in one of the
obstacles.
Novice/Intermediate was a splendid class, won in
great fashion by Molly Dowling driving Dick
Carey’s Penny. With a lot of encouragement from
her fan club in the stands, Molly stormed through
the obstacles in very fast times. Her backstepper,
Sarah-Jane Williams, was also a great help. It
was good to see Maggie Harrington and Tootsie
back with us after some months’ break.

Hollie Goldsmith and Claire Cousins

Open Division II was interesting with very
experienced drivers. Rosie Fieldwick and the
lovely Milly were the winners here closely followed
by Danielle Reekie driving Atom who has been off
work for a while during the summer so it was good
to see him back in action. Celia Tester was
delighted with her new horse, Gus, who was
having only his second competition.

Debbie and Rosie Fieldwick with Millie
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Oaks New Forest Holiday

Things you want to say at work but?
- go on, I dare you

Andrea Scott is organising an Oaks Holiday in the
New Forest from the 1st September until the 7th
September. A three bedroom with three bathroom
cottage and parking for lorries and stables if
needed right in the heart of Linwood with direct
access onto the forest.

• And your cry baby-whiny assed opinion would
be…?
• Do I look like a people person?
• This isn’t an office, it’s hell with fluorescent
lighting

There is a B&B at the pub right next door should
anyone want a room and the owners are happy for
people to stay in their lorries for a small charge.
Please contact Andrea to book your place.

• I started out with nothing & still have most of it
left
• Sarcasm is just one more service we offer

Laws women live by

• If I throw a stick, will you leave?

• Don’t imagine you can change a man - unless
he’s in nappies

• Errors have been made. Others will be blamed.
• Allow me to introduce myselves

• What do you do if your boyfriend walks out you shut the door

• Whatever kind of look you were going for, you
missed

• If we can put a man on the moon - we should be
able to put them all up there

• Well, this day was a total waste of makeup

• Never let your man’s mind wander - it’s too
little to be out alone

• Are those your eyeballs. I found them in my
cleavage

• Go for a younger man - you might as well, they
never mature anyway

• Not all men are annoying. Some are dead
• I’m trying to imagine you with a personality

• Men are all the same - they just have different
faces so you can tell them apart

• Stress is when you wake up screaming & realise
you haven’t been to sleep yet

• Definition of a bachelor: a man who has missed
the opportunity to make some woman miserable

• Too many freaks, not enough circuses
• Nice perfume, must you marinate in it?

• Women don’t make fools of men-most of them
are do-it-yourself

• Chaos, panic & disorder - my work here is done
• How do I set a laser printer to stun?

• Best way of getting a man to do something - tell
him he’s too old for it

• Thought I wanted a career, turns out I just
wanted pay cheques.

• Love is blind, but marriage is a real eye opener
• If you want a committed man - look in a
mental hospital
• The children of Israel wandered in the desert for
40 years. Even in biblical times men wouldn’t
ask for directions.

BACS Payments
Please could anyone making a BACS payment
make sure to state what it is they are paying
for. There is a little box that you can type
which event or membership payment. Tom
needs to know exactly what the money is for.
Account No: 31440500 Sort Code: 40-23-01

Lame horses
The Judge or Ground Jury member must eliminate
the driver if their horse is considered to be lame,
injured or obviously exhausted and unfit to
continue the competition.
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1. Grease and line a 20cm deep square cake tin.
Preheat oven to Gas mark 3 / 170OC / 3200F.

Cookery Corner Margarets’
Gingerbread

2. Place the treacle, syrup, sugar and butter
in a pan. Heat very gently, stirring
occasionally, until the sugar has dissolved and
the butter melted. Remove from heat.
3. In a large mixing bowl, sift together the
flour, bicarbonate of soda, ginger and spice.
Make a well in the centre.

Ingredients:
175g Black treacle
175g Golden syrup

4. Blend the milk into the sugary syrup and test
the mixture. It should be no more than tepid. If
it is too hot, leave to cool for a little longer.

175g Dark brown muscovado sugar
175g Butter

5. Gradually pour the syrup mixture into the
flour with the egg and chopped ginger, beating
continuously with a wooden spoon. You should
now have a smooth, shiny batter with a
delicious spicy aroma.

350g Plain flour
3

/4 teaspoon Bicarbonate of soda

1 tablespoon Ground ginger

6. Pour the mixture into the prepared tin and
bake for 1 - 11/4 hours until risen and a skewer
comes out clean when inserted. Remove from
the oven and leave in the tin for 1 hour before
removing the paper and cooling on a wire rack.

1 teaspoon Mixed spice
150ml Milk
1 Egg, beaten
4 pieces Stem ginger, finely chopped

7. Wrap in a sheet of fresh greaseproof paper
and then foil. Store in an airtight container for
at least 2 days before eating. This helps the
cake to moisten and take on its classic chewy
texture.

Annual General Meeting

Groom’s Award 2018

If you have any questions or proposals that you
wish to put forward at the AGM on Sunday 24th
March, please notify a member of the committee
before 1st March.

Now is the time to acknowledge your groom and
thank them for all their help. If your groom has
‘gone the extra mile’ do write a short piece
saying why they should be considered for the
2018 Grooms Award. Please send your
nominations for the Best Groom Award, by 31st
December to Liz Howe.

AGM Awards
If you won an award or trophy at last years AGM it
is now time to return it (engraved if possible) to
Jan Curd.

Oaks Gift Vouchers
Oaks gift vouchers may be exchanged for
membership, competition entries or any
merchandise we have for sale - see the list on the
back page of this newsletter. They also make a
lovely
gift
for
birthdays,
Christmas,
Mothers/Fathers day etc.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(The membership year runs from 1st January until 31st December)

Name.................................................................................. E-mail ........................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................... Tel. No........................................................

Type of Membership
Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children aged 18 years or under)
Please give names of adults .................................................. driving / non-driving*
.......................................................................................... driving / non-driving*
and children ........................................................................ driving / non-driving* Date of birth ................
.......................................................................................... driving / non-driving* Date of birth ................
Couple (2 adults living at the same address)
Please give names................................................................ driving / non driving*
.......................................................................................... driving / non driving*
Individual............................................................................ driving / non-driving*
JUNIOR Date of birth .......................................................... driving / non-driving*
* delete that which is not applicable

Insurance - By becoming a member of the Oaks Driving Club you are automatically covered by third party
insurance to drive at Oaks Driving Club events only via the club’s affiliation to British Carriagedriving. You will
only be covered if you stay within the confines of the event, ie private farm or equestrian centre. This insurance
will NOT cover you whilst driving at home, therefore we strongly recommend that you acquire private insurance
for use at home or on the public highway. Non members will be required to produce evidence of insurance
BEFORE participating at an Oaks event. (Photocopies accepted)
Signed ................................................................................ Date ...........................................................

Family membership £48 Couple £40 Individual membership £25 Junior membership £15
Return this form and your questionnaire with your cheque, made payable to The Oaks Driving Club, to:

Mrs Pru Wynne-Evans, 30 Ersham Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 3LE
Tel: 01323 381613 Email: pruwynne@uwclub.net
BACS payments for The Oaks Driving Club: HSBC account no. 31440500. Sort code 40-23-01
Membership cards will be emailed to you via the email address you supplied above. Please send an s.a.e. if you
have no email account and you require your membership card posted.
Upon receipt of your membership fee and completed questionnaire if you are a new driving member you will
require a short 15 mins driving assessment or must be able to provide British Carriagedriving affiliated club
assessment details after which you will be made a probationary member of the Club until your application has
been reviewed by the Membership Committee. This means that you are most welcome to drive at Oaks events,
and once you have demonstrated your competence full membership will be granted.
Details of recommended club assessors available from Training Co-ordinator Mrs Moira Evans Tel: 01342 823232.
Do you have first aid training / certificate? if so would you be prepared to help in this manner at an event?
The data collected on this form may be used for the purposes of The Oaks Driving Club. The data will not be
disclosed to any person or organisation not associated with
the Club.
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Copy for the December newsletter should
be sent to Liz Howe by 25th Jan 2019
Email: elizhowe515527@gmail.com
If you would like to receive your
newsletter by email, please contact
Liz at the above address.

OAKS DRIVING CLUB
MERCHANDISE
Sweatshirts - Yellow embroidered logo on
navy sweatshirt. Small, Medium,
Large, X Large, XX Large
Polo Shirt
Body Warmer

‘JACK IN A BOX’

Showerproof Jackets

Stockists of Zilco and Tedman Harness
A full range of Carriage Driving Accessories. Just contact us and
we will be pleased to give advice or come out and visit you for
harness fitting. Mail Order and Credit Cards accepted.

Car Sticker - 50p

Ian and Frances Collings
01424 756021 / 07749 761068 / 07850164517

Contact: Jan Curd. Tel: 01323 849615

E: frances@fcollings.f9.co.uk www.jackinaboxcarriagedriving.co.uk
Introduction to Carriage Driving Lessons available with
Ian & Frances Collings and Timmy, our pony, and our own Carriage.

MEDI ARMBANDS
Porcelain Mugs £5.00 each or 6 for £25
Badges (metal) £3.50

S&G Automotive - Commercial Body Repair
Specialists Horse Boxes Repaired / Refurbished
& Built to Order Why not give your old box a new
lease of life? our inhouse graphics dept can
revamp your old box with up to date stickers,
with vast designs and colours of your choice.
Other services include Auto Repairs • Welding •
Recovery • Paintwork.
Unit 1, Bridge Farm Industrial Estate, Horam
TN21 0BP. Tel: 01435 813576
Email: sgcommercials@btinternet.com

Hand cut lead crystal glass tumbler
with Oaks logo £7.50
10 notelets with white envelopes £2.50
Contact Jan Curd 01323 849615
Cheques payable to The Oaks Driving Club

Farthing Saddlery - Jackie Winchester
Qualified Saddler and Harness Maker. Side
Saddle Specialist. Rushford Farm, Punnetts
Town, Heathfield, East Sussex.
Phone/Fax: 01435 830440
Mobile: 07767 635212
Email: farthings_42@msm.com

Level 2 UK Coaching Certificate (Driving)
- Qualified Coach

Commercial Vehicle Repairs - Horsebox Bodies
and Engines - MOT Preparation. 7 Burgess
Road, Ivyhouse Lane, Hastings, East Sussex
TN35 4NR. Tel: 01424 445867
Fax: 01424 460050
Email: morescvr@gmail.com

R.V. COX CONSTRUCTION
For all your building needs.
Free estimates and advice.
Telephone Bob 01424 219942
07803 272556

Find us on Facebook
The Oaks Driving Club
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