OAK LEAVES
Newsletter from the Oaks Driving Club

October 2018

View from the Top
What a lot of activity we’ve had this summer, from the show to the
world cup and last weekend the ODE at Sayerlands. It would have
been too good to be true if the weather had held for our last outdoor
event of the season but having sweltered at all our other events the
rain finally caught up with us. Soaked to the skin setting up on
Saturday and then another soaking on Sundays competition day thankfully the sun came out in time for the presentations.
Just a reminder that club subscriptions will be due on 1st January
2019, renewal forms will be out with Decembers newsletter - why not
give a gift of membership to family or a friend for Christmas? Please
contact Pru Wynne-Evans for a gift voucher - the present you know will be
well received.
Moira is running the popular Autumn indoor competition on 13th October, we are using the new
ICD test so it is a great opportunity to practice for those competing indoors this winter. It’s a
Halloween themed event so get dressing up to be in with a chance for a prize.
May I say a big thank you to Terry Woods who has kindly supplied the majority of photographs
for this newsletter. Look forward to seeing you all at Golden Cross on 13th October.
Liz Howe - CHAIRMAN

Sayerlands - Donna Simmons

Sayerlands - Sarah Otway

NEXT EVENT: Autumn Indoor Event, Golden Cross 13th Oct
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2018
OAKS COMMITTEE
October
Saturday 13th Autumn Indoor Event, Golden Cross

CHAIRMAN, PUBLICITY OFFICER
& NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Liz Howe
(6pm - 9pm) Tel: 01273 515527
91 Denton Road, Denton,
Newhaven, East Sussex BN9 0QD
Email: elizhowe515527@gmail.com

Equestrian Centre BN27 3SS.
Contact: Moira Evans
March 2019
Sunday 24th

VICE-CHAIRMAN, TRAINING OFFICER
& COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Moira Evans
Tel: 01342 823232
Hillside Cottage, Sandy Lane,
Colemans Hatch, Hartfield TN7 4ER
Email: moiraeevans@gmail.com

We will shortly be compiling our programme of
events for 2019. If you have any ideas for new
competitions or events, please contact the
Chairman.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Pru Wynne-Evans
Tel: 01323 381613
30 Ersham Road,
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 3LE
Email: pruwynne@uwclub.net

Other Events
3rd - 7th October - Horse of the Year Show
17th - 23rd December - Olympia Horse Show

CLUB SECRETARY & SHOW SECRETARY
Jan Curd
Tel: 01323 849615
54 Ersham Road,Hailsham,
East Sussex BN27 3LG
Email: jan.curd@yahoo.co.uk
SOCIAL SECRETARYS
Andrea Scott
Tina Ray

AGM, Broadoak Village Hall

Indoor Carriage Driving
Sussex at Golden Cross Equestrian Centre -

Tel: 01825 733608
Tel: 07515 499408

27th October, 17th November, 8th December,
5th January 2019, 9th February, 2nd March.

FIRST AID
Jan Curd
Andrea Scott
Pru Wynne-Evans
Kevin Jeffrey

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

01323
01825
01323
07984

849615
733608
381613
997333

South at Merrist Wood - 21st October,
25th November, 16th December, 20th January
2019, 17th February, 31st March.
Kent at Duckhurst (D) or Saddlesdane (S):

TREASURER
Tom Petitpierre

20th October (D), 28th October (S), 1st December
(D), 26th January (D), 3rd February 2019 (S), 23rd

COURSE BUILDER &
YOUNG DRIVER LIAISON
Jason Fieldwick
Tel: 07901 827500

February (D), 10th March (S).

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Christina Fowden
Tel: 01825 890603

Visit

the website for up-to-the-minute news

www.oaksdrivingclub.com

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Kevin Jeffrey
Tel: 07984 997333

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed in the articles printed in the Oak
Leaves are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Editor of the Oaks Committee.
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Annual Show, Broad Farm, Hellingly
RESULTS FROM DRIVING CLASSES
Exercise Vehicle
1st Brenda Longley
2nd Sally Bullar
3rd Moira Evans
4th Helen Bridges
5th Alex Younger

Small Pony / Horse Under 12hh
1st Alison Bones
2nd Helen Bridges
Champion: Steven Tubb
Reserve Champion: Brenda Longley

Country Turnout & Private Driving
1st Steven Tubb
2nd Julie Kent
3rd Tina Ray
4th Paula Woolgar
5th Mary Byers

Funday
1st Sandra Pochin
2nd Pia Khlan
3rd Chris Collins
4th Martyn Rydderch
5th Shelley Redshaw
6th Greg Cooper

Disabled Whip (Non-Assisted)
1st Vianne Carr
2nd Jay Bonner
3rd Ella Crouch
4th Brenda Longley
Open / Sunday Best
1st Helen Bridges
2nd Julie Kent
Multiples
1st Tina Ray
2nd Sally Bullar
Mountain & Moorland
1st Steven Tubb
2nd Tina Ray
3rd Paula Woolgar
4th Alison Bones
5th Alex Younger
Disabled Whip (Assisted)
1st Martyn Rydderch
2nd Shelley Redshaw
3rd Timmy Brown
4th Jacky Fuller
5th Greg Cooper
6th Linda Clark
Veteran / Senior
1st Moira Evans
2nd Brenda Longley
Beginners / Novice Whip
1st Claire Cousens
2nd Amanda Waterfield
3rd Susie Turner
4th Tom Bones
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In-Hand Showing
Best Turned Out
1st Kym Cooksley

Tilly Cruz

Youngstock
1st Emily Bell
2nd Hannah Stewart
3rd Rachel Roles
4th Flora Alessandrini
5th J. Dash
6th Olivia Beaney

Donder B
Tayto
Marshall’s Morningstar
Coldwell Hish Flyer
Freya Fay
Major

Coloured Horse / Pony
1st Jemima Hopper
2nd Kym Cooksley
3rd Natasha Gillen
4th Abbey Basham
5th Laura Ford
6th Olivia Beaney
7th Lily Ann Milton

Merlyn
Tilly Cruz
Dunkeld Pandora
Romeo
Roma
Major
Worzel

Mountain & Moorland
1st Kerry Islley
2nd Lauren Tuhill
3rd Mia Buttfield
4th Anne Marie Turton

Brynmelys Joshua
Rusty
Uppercot Tiki Riogo
Bojangles

Veteran Horse / Pony
1st Rosie Fieldwick
2nd Kerry Islley
3rd Gemma Manktelon
4th Mel Harvey
5th Kate Manktelon

Priors Millie
Brynmelys Joshua
Allegra
Brontaitog Saia
Samson’s Luck

Shetland / Miniature Horse
1st Jess Collier
Bow
2nd Rosie Fieldwick
Priors Millie
3rd Natasha Gillen
Nyefield Kit

RIDDEN & IN-HAND We have been most
fortunate in previous years to have our show
sponsored by Joe Simpson, however this year we
decided to run an in-hand and ridden ring to
support the driving show. Schedules were sent out
and for a time we wondered if it would be a
success. On the day horseboxes kept rolling onto
the showground and all our worries were cast
aside.

Prettiest Mare
1st Gemma Manktelon Allegra
2nd Mel Harvey
Brontaitog Saia
Handsomest Gelding
1st Jemima Hopper
2nd Kerry Islley
3rd Anne Marie Turton
4th Abbey Basham
5th Lily Ann Milton

The in-hand classes in the morning were the most
popular with some lovely animals forward, the
youngstock and coloured classes were very well
supported. Judge, Liz Howe found her champion
in Emily Bell’s striking bay, Donder B.

Merlyn
Brynmelys Joshua
Bojangles
Romeo
Worzel

After an extremely good lunch supplied by Jan
Curd (her meringues are to die for!) it was time
for the ridden classes. It was lovely to see Donna
Simmons in the saddle rather than her usual
position on a carriage and Julia Knight kept very
busy with Bertie Independence Warrier competing
both under saddle and in the driving ring. Ridden
Champion was Laura Fords delightful coloured
mare, Roma who floated around the ring with
white feathers flying.

In-Hand Champion Emily Bell, Donder B
In-Hand Reserve Champion Jemima Hopper,
Merlyn
Ridden
Coloured Horse / Pony
1st Laura Ford
2nd Jemima Hopper
3rd Donna Simmons
Mountain & Moorland
1st Julia Knight

Roma
Merlyn
Worzel

2nd Jess Collier
3rd Lauren Tuhill

Bertie Independence
Warrier
Bow
Rusty

Veteran Horse / Pony
1st Dee Reed

Mr Beaver

Lead Rein
1st Jess Collier

Bow

Show Cob / traditional
1st Laura Ford
2nd Dee Reed
3rd Donna Simmons

Roma
Mr Beaver
Worzel

Thank you to everyone who supported this new
addition to the Oaks calendar, we hope to build
on it for next year.

Ridden Champion Laura Ford, Roma
Reserve Champion Julia Knight,
Bertie Independence Warrier

Ridden Champion Laura Ford riding Roma
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Claire Cousens

Liz Baverstocks granddaughters and Shetland, Bow

Tina Ray

Jemima Hopper’s Merlyn wins the coloured class

Mick Hazell presents the junior trophy to Tom Bones

Buttons negotiates the Funday with his RDA driver

Great support for the RDA classes

Julie Kent
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DRIVING SHOW This is such a lovely venue, with
room for everyone and everything and that’s just
what we did this year, by including classes for In
Hand and Ridden in one arena whilst running our
usual selection of driving classes in another. We
hoped to pick up some of our horsey colleagues
from the Chiddingly Show, sadly no longer running,
and indeed, on the day, we picked up quite a few
which kept Pip Holgate acting as secretary for this
part, very busy. We have had positive feedback
from them with the hopes that we can run it again
next year. There were no “teddy’s out the pram”
from the ridden ponies/horses who all behaved
impeccably with no one creating a fuss about
carriages. Liz Howe was judge for this arena and
awarded her champion and reserve champion and
everyone going home with rosettes by the end of
the day. Liz Baverstocks two small grandchildren
were taking things very seriously both in-hand and
ridden with their Shetland, Bow and were
extremely smartly dressed with beautiful pink
sparkly ties - their enthusiasm was hard to beat.

Show Champion, Steve Tubb

Mick Hazell, usually seen as ground crew for the
Indoor circuit, came to judge the driving and
awarded Show champion to Steve Tubb with the
indomitable Bertie with Reserve going to a very
smart Brenda Longley driving Prince - bearing in
mind Brenda has limited vision, she wowed the
judge with her skilled driving under stiff
competition.

Reserve Show Champion, Brenda Longley

Oaks Gift Vouchers
Oaks gift vouchers may be exchanged for
membership, competition entries or any
merchandise we have for sale - see the list on the
back page of this newsletter. They also make a
lovely
gift
for
birthdays,
Christmas,
Mothers/Fathers day etc.

We welcomed both our main local disabled driving
groups, Herons Ghyll and Kipling County along
with a visitor from the Woodchurch group - always
a pleasure to see how much effort the drivers put
into practicing beforehand and turning up on the
day looking extremely smart and correct.
In further parts of the show ground, Jason
Fieldwick had put together a testing but interesting
set of elements for the Funday part of the event,
with our disabled drivers winning through. Overall
not too many came forward for this event and we
will be giving serious thought as to what to put on
next time - maybe we’ll reinstate our tried and
tested Cones competition BUT if anyone has any
ideas, please feel free to air them, either to me or
anyone on the committee.

Congratulations Joanne
Many congratulations to Joanne McNicol who
came fifth at the 2018 World Para Equestrian
Driving Championships, Kronenberg, Netherlands.
It was Joanne’s first time representing GB driving
Pip Holgates pony, Texas with superb support
from Andrea Scott and the GB team trainers.

A big thanks go to all the judges, stewards,
catering, course builders, Jack in a Box and the
photographers, without whom none of the above
would happen and congratulations to the raffle
winners with Jenny Longley taking the major prize
of a sack of horse treats donated by A22 feeds.
And not forgetting a thanks to whoever decides
these things, for giving us good weather.

Fire Extinguishers
Please make sure you carry a fire extinguisher
in your horsebox / trailer. They need to be
checked each year

Jan Curd
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Church bulletin announcements

Eating in the 50s & 60s....
bring it back!!!!!

• Remember in prayer the many who are sick of
our church and the community.

Curry was a surname.

• For those who have children and don’t know it,
we have a nursery downstairs.

A takeaway was a mathematical problem.

• This afternoon there will be a meeting in the
south and north ends of the church. Children
will be baptised at both ends.

A pizza was something to do with a leaning
tower.
All potato crisps were plain; the only choice we had
was whether to put the salt on or not.

• Tuesday at 4pm, there will be an ice cream
social. All ladies giving milk will please come
early.

Rice was only eaten as a milk pudding.

• Wednesday, the Ladies Liturgy Society will
meet. Mrs Jones will sing “Put me in my little
bed” accompanied by the Pastor.

Calamari was called squid and we used it as fish
bait.

• Thursday at 5pm there will be a meeting of the
Little Mothers Club. All wishing to become little
mothers, please see the minister in his study.

A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining.

• This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs.
Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the
altar.

Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking.

Brown bread was something only poor people ate.

Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and
never green.

• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic
will be “What is Hell?” - come early and listen
to our choir practice.

Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days, and
was regarded as being white gold. Cubed sugar
was regarded as posh.

• Miss Charlene Mason sang, “I will not pass this
way again”, giving obvious pleasure to the
congregation.

Fish didn't have fingers in those days.
Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.

• “Ladies don’t forget the jumble sale. It’s a
chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Don‘t forget your
husbands.

None of us had ever heard of yoghurt.
Healthy food consisted of anything edible.
People who didn't peel potatoes were regarded as
lazy.

• The sermon this morning: “Jesus walks on the
water”. The sermon tonight: “Searching for
Jesus”.

Indian restaurants were only found in India.

• Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the
choir. They need all the help they can get.

Cooking outside was called camping.
Seaweed was not a recognised food.

• Barbara remains in the hospital and needs
blood donors for more transfusions. She’s also
having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of
Pastor Jack’s sermons.

"Kebab" was not even a word, never mind a food.
Prunes were medicinal.
Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it
was called cattle feed.

A little boy answered the door “Mum” he called
“It’s the rector collecting for the old folks home.
Should we give him grandad”.

Water came out of the tap. If someone had
suggested bottling it and charging more than
petrol for it, they would have become a laughing
stock!!.

The rector, on seeing a small boy trying to reach
a doorbell, said: “Let me hep you sonny”. The
rector gave a good ring. The boy looked at him
and said “Now mister, run like hell”.

BUT the one thing that we never ever had on our
table in the sixties . . . Elbows or Phones!!
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World Cup, Hale Farm
What a welcome we had to the World Cup - chief
meet and greet person was no other than Pru
Wynns-Evans’ lovely pointer puppy, Blossom. She
made a huge fuss of everyone and enjoyed several
excursions around the field with her many fans.
Pru did a superb job organising the event which
was held in one large field - everyone could see
everything, this certainly helped people
harnessing up in time as they could view all the
action before them.
Jason designed the course which was fair but
testing - nice and flowing but with lots to think
about. We were very happy to welcome some new
faces to the event, hopefully they will join the
club and enjoy more Oaks events.

Susannah Anderson

Tina Ray drove her new tandem of Magic and
Simba and they went very well together as did
Sheila’s tandem of Shetlands. Tina came first and
Sheila second in the multiples class.
The beginners / novice class had just one entry junior Tim Branford with his delightful coloured
pony, Molly. He drove very well with just 2
seconds off the bogey time in his first round. We
hope to see him out driving with us again.
Dick Carey

The intermediate class had four entries and
resulted in joint first for Sandra Pochin and Sue
Baldock. Sandra can do no wrong this year and
has had an excellent season competing.
The open was the largest class of the day with
nine entries. Sadly Bella Freeman had trouble
with her carriage and had to retire. Dick Carey
clearly showed the younger generation how it
should be done by winning on the top score of the
day of 22.
As ever we are very grateful to all our stewards
and helpers who work so hard to make the day a
success. Particular thanks to Gordon McKenzie
for scoring and of course the catering team who
kept everyone fed and watered throughout the day
- including Blossom who loved her sausage!
Finally a big thank you to Pru and her team for all
their efforts in making the day such fun.

Alison Reilly driving Crumble

Best Junior: Tim Branford
Best Groom: Bella Freeman
Chairman’s Choice: Susannah Anderson

Tim Branford driving Molly
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ODE, Sayerland Lane
Rain, what rain! What a hardy and intrepid lot
turned up for the ODE at Priory Court Farm on
Sunday 23rd. No quitters for The Oaks - only one
or two decided that wet knickers were not a good
look after the dressage and cones and decided to
leave the marathon and obstacles to those who
don’t give a damn!

with working out distances and paces etc.
Another time folks !!
Of course a huge round of applause to Jason and
his very wet team for building the course and
obstacles along with those who stayed behind to
dismantle after the event - believe it or not,
smiley faces all round with much joking and
laughter coming from the back of the equipment
trailers as things were put away - helped by the
rain stopping and the sun shining. Many thanks
to Dick Carey for loaning us his “posh” Olympia
equipment and to Kevin J. for towing and who will
be spending a few hours sorting out our leaky
catering van.

The new seasons Indoor dressage test was used
giving practice to those who will be competing at
the Indoor this coming season. Two welcome (old
timer) faces were in the judges car - Sarah-Jane
Cook judge and Sue Starnes writing - they both
decided the Lucy Memorial should go to Rosie
Fieldwick who had turned out, despite the
weather, looking very smartly kitted out. And the
rain came down!

Margaret & Ron along with my daughter, Lisa,
managed to keep bacon butties, tea and cake
flowing despite the weather and we took very little
back in the way of left overs - a bitter
disappointment to the dogs I was looking after.

This was followed by Robert Pawson’s (15) cones
course which proved popular with most,
especially the generous width, although some
balls still fell for some! And still it rained.

This is a smashing venue and all being well, we
will be using it again next year with perhaps a
proper, timed distance, and maybe even a couple
of “F” gates thrown in will be on the cards.
Ooh Err missus!

With some tricky ditches to negotiate and four
obstacles up to ‘E’ gate + approx. a 4km route to
fathom out, a few found lack of practice at One
Day Events caught them out in the afternoon, but
everyone was counted out and counted back in
safely. Oh, and guess what - it rained ! Because
of the conditions we decided not to ‘time’ the
whole course as I think this may have caused
even more headaches, with drivers not familiar

Jan Curd
Chairman’s Choice - Sarah Otway
Best Groom - Clare Cousens
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Sayerlands - Alison Reilly

Sayerlands - Hollie Goldsmith

1. Pre-heat the oven to 160oC / Fan 140oC / Gas
3. Grease a 20cm deep round cake tin then line
with baking parchment.

Cookery Corner Margarets’
English
Cherry Cake

2. Cut the cherries into quarters, put in a
sieve and rinse under running water. Drain
well then dry thoroughly on kitchen paper.
3. Measure all the remaining ingredients into
a large bowl and beat for 1 minute to mix
thoroughly. Lightly fold in the cherries. Turn
into the prepared tin and level the surface.

Ingredients:
200g Red or natural glacé cherries
275g Self-raising flour
75g Ground almonds
2 Level teaspoons baking powder
225g Softened butter
225g Caster sugar
4 Large eggs

4. Bake in the pre-heated oven for 11/4 - 11/2
hours or until a skewer inserted into the centre
of the cake comes out clean. Leave to cool in
the tin for 10 minutes then turn out, peel off
the parchment and finish cooling on a wire
rack.

***** Please note - latecomers *****
Over a number of years now the club has had a problem with competitors not being ready for their allotted
start times. This causes a number of problems. The judges and stewards are out in all weathers waiting for
you, they have given up their free time to be there for you. Sometimes when more than one test is being
driven the judge has to jump from one test to another. This is basically rude to the judge and can result in
an inconsistency in judging. Competitors who have planned their competition, have put-to and will be
warming up, suddenly to be asked to cut short their warm up and go straight in, whilst the person who is
late ends up having plenty of time to warm up. This is unfair and to other drivers and could be considered
a form of cheating. Where there is a problem please tell the organisers so that we can let everyone know
they will be moved forward in start times.
15 penalty points will be added to your score if you are late. Many of the venues we use have a time limit
for us to leave. Waiting 5 minutes repeatedly for various competitors adds up and we will have to say sorry
no-go if we are out of time. Please would all competitors check the notice board on a regular basis during
the day to see if a withdrawal has moved your start time forward. We will announce if the dressage is running
early as you are all used to this when competing in ICD events. None of us want to be hanging around in
bad weather so please help us to make events run smoothly.
Pru Wynne-Evans
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Copy for the December newsletter should
be sent to Liz Howe by 25th Nov 2018
Email: elizhowe515527@gmail.com
If you would like to receive your
newsletter by email, please contact
Liz at the above address.

OAKS DRIVING CLUB
MERCHANDISE
Sweatshirts - Yellow embroidered logo on
navy sweatshirt. Small, Medium,
Large, X Large, XX Large
Polo Shirt
Body Warmer

‘JACK IN A BOX’

Showerproof Jackets

Stockists of Zilco and Tedman Harness
A full range of Carriage Driving Accessories. Just contact us and
we will be pleased to give advice or come out and visit you for
harness fitting. Mail Order and Credit Cards accepted.

Car Sticker - 50p

Ian and Frances Collings
01424 756021 / 07749 761068 / 07850164517

Contact: Jan Curd. Tel: 01323 849615

E: frances@fcollings.f9.co.uk www.jackinaboxcarriagedriving.co.uk
Introduction to Carriage Driving Lessons available with
Ian & Frances Collings and Timmy, our pony, and our own Carriage.

MEDI ARMBANDS
Porcelain Mugs £5.00 each or 6 for £25
Badges (metal) £3.50

S&G Automotive - Commercial Body Repair
Specialists Horse Boxes Repaired / Refurbished
& Built to Order Why not give your old box a new
lease of life? our inhouse graphics dept can
revamp your old box with up to date stickers,
with vast designs and colours of your choice.
Other services include Auto Repairs • Welding •
Recovery • Paintwork.
Unit 1, Bridge Farm Industrial Estate, Horam
TN21 0BP. Tel: 01435 813576
Email: sgcommercials@btinternet.com

Hand cut lead crystal glass tumbler
with Oaks logo £7.50
10 notelets with white envelopes £2.50
Contact Jan Curd 01323 849615
Cheques payable to The Oaks Driving Club

Farthing Saddlery - Jackie Winchester
Qualified Saddler and Harness Maker. Side
Saddle Specialist. Rushford Farm, Punnetts
Town, Heathfield, East Sussex.
Phone/Fax: 01435 830440
Mobile: 07767 635212
Email: farthings_42@msm.com

level 2 uK coaching certificate (driving)
- Qualified coach

Commercial Vehicle Repairs - Horsebox Bodies
and Engines - MOT Preparation. 7 Burgess
Road, Ivyhouse Lane, Hastings, East Sussex
TN35 4NR. Tel: 01424 445867
Fax: 01424 460050
Email: morescvr@gmail.com

R.V. COX CONSTRUCTION
For all your building needs.
Free estimates and advice.
Telephone Bob 01424 219942
07803 272556

Find us on Facebook
The Oaks Driving Club
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